Fall Fishing
is here!

RICHMOND

In This Issue...

VIRGINIA

November 2017

VAC Surf Team
Page 3

Recent Catch Photos
Page 5

Catchy Comments
Page 4

New Members
Pages 6 & 7

Tournament Results
Page 2

NEXT MEMBERSHIP MEETING –
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 28, 2017
Doors open 6:30--Meeting starts7:00
*Note Change in Location
for August Meeting *
BASS PRO SHOP
“UPSTAIRS MEETING ROOM”
11550 Lakeridge Pkwy, Ashland, VA 23005
(EXIT 89 – West to Light-Turn Left)
Come Early and Eat At
The Islamorada Fish Company!

BACKLASH

Commentary from the
Board of Directors
-By John Wetlaufer, Sr.

2017 CATCH ENTRY DEADLINE
DECEMBER 10, 2017
Remember, all catch entries must be submitted by
December 10, 2017 for credit in the 2017 Angling
Year. This earlier-than-normal submission deadline is necessary for the Angling Rules Committee members to have time to verify awards and to
prepare appropriate engraving on and ordering the
various cups, plaques and trophies being awarded
at the Annual Banquet on February3th, 2018.

NEXT-UP ANGLING ACTIVITY ALERT
Membership Meeting: February 27, 2018.
Scale Certification Available At Meeting

Awards Banquet: Saturday Evening, February 3, 2018
NOVEMBER MEMBERSHIP MEETING
SPEAKERS AND PROGRAM
DGIF’S MASTER ANGLER PROGRAM AND CURRENT
SUPPORT PROGRAMS THE FRESHWATER RECREATIONAL
The program for the November Membership Meeting will center on the DGIF’s
Master Angler Program and an update of what the Agency is doing on the behalf of
the recreational angler fishing in freshwater. The presenters will be a mix of members
of the DGIF Staff and the Virginia Anglers Club. Mike Bednarski, Deputy Director – Aquatic Science and Policy, will present and update about the work of the DGIF
for recreational anglers. Meghan Rothgeb, Fish Citation Coordinator (wife of former
VAC Member Lee Rothgeb) will talk about the DGIF’s Master Angler Program. VAC
Members Josh Dolan and Grant Alvis will share their efforts to become the first DGIF
Level Five Master Anglers with all catches from kayaks. Josh and Grant are well on
their way to their goal.
MEET THE NEWEST VAC MEMBERS
During the 2017 Angling Year, the Virginia Anglers Club welcomed into Membership
8 New Members. These 8 new members found the VAC thru friends with whom they
fished or by contacting the VAC using the contact information on the VAC website.
For bios and pictures of these 6 New Members that have not appeared in The Angler,
please turn to page 6 and meet them there.
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NOVEMBER MEMBERSHIP MEETING
LAST MEETING IN 2017
The November 28th Membership Meeting will be the last
Membership Meeting for 2017. No Membership Meetings in
December and January. Next Membership Meeting is February 28, 2018. Scale certification for 2018 will be offered at
the February Membership Meeting.
The Board of Directors will meet in December and January
and The Angler will publish also. If you have an item for
the BOD to consider during this period, please bring it to the
attention of any VAC Director or Officer.
The Awards Banquet (2017 Angling Awards presentations)
will be on Saturday, February 3rd, 2018 at Cesare’s Ristorante Italiano near the Riversbend subdivision in Chesterfield,
VA. Banquet details will appear in the December issue of
The Angler. Scale certification for 2017 will be offered at the
February Membership Meeting.
SELF NOMINATION REQUIRED FOR
ANGLER RATING AWARDS

SCALE CERTFICATION AVAILABLE BY
APPOINTMENT ONLY
Contact Ryan Noland at: (804)-658-1955 (H), (894)-896-4178 (C) or
ryan.n.noland@usa.dupont.com
Contact Danny at: (804) 514-0650 (C) or danny6749@aol.com
Please remember to be sure your scales are in working order and the barrels are oil free so the certification stickers will adhere.
CALENDAR SALE CLOSED
ALL 275 CALENDARS SOLD OUT
Thanks from a grateful VAC to Special Activities Chairman Don West
who again led a very successful sale of the DGIF Outdoor Calendars. Don
personally spent countless hours and miles behind the wheel during the
Sale. Don announced at the October 24 Membership Meeting the closing
of 2017 Sale of all of our 275 2018 DGIF Outdoor Calendars. He sold the
275th calendar at the Meeting.
If you still need a calendar at the VAC special price, please contact Don at
897-8723 (H), (804 -572-8268(C) or by E-Mail at donaldleewest@gmail.
com. Don will try to accommodate your needs.

Angler Rating Awards recognize person accomplishment in
specific saltwater and freshwater tackle divisions. Examples
of Angler Rating Awards are Division Expert Awards in any
of the 7 tackle Divisions in which these awards are earned.
Rating Awards are tracked by individual Members. It is the
responsibility of each Member to tally his/her catches of the
specific or optional catches for these awards and submit the
completed list to the Angling Rules Committee for verification and plaque preparation. For details, please see:

When you get your VAC 2018 renewal dues statement shortly after December 1st, pleas pay your 2018 renewal dues promptly; if possible even
by return mail. The volunteer VAC members of the Leadership Team
spend time tackling dues renewals. Prompt renewal dues payments will
help spend fewer hours tracking unpaid dues and free up more time to attend to other important club programs and angling opportunities.

http://www.virginiaanglersclub.org/myaccount/files/
VAC_2016_Rating_Requirements.

To pay In-State dues now, click here: http://tinyurl.com/vacdues

Note: Annual Awards are automatically tracked and published monthly in The Angler (see last pages of any issue).
Annual Awards do not require self-nomination.

2018 ANNUAL RENEWAL DUES ARE DUE DECEMBER 1ST

In-state pay $60.00 per year. Out-of-state pay $40.00 per year.
To pay Out-of-State dues now, click here: http://tinyurl.com/vacdues-nl
Cash and Checks made out to The Virginia Anglers Club will also be accepted.

VA/NC SPOT AND SPECKLED TROUT TOURNAMENT RESULTS (October 21st thru 29th)
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VAC SURF TEAM FINISHES 26th
IN CAPE HATTERAS SURF TOURNAMENT
(By Danny Noland – VAC Surf Team Captain)

This year’s Cape Hatteras Angler Club Invitational Surf tournament was the 60th year of the event. It is billed as the world’s largest
surf tournament with 120 6-person teams participating. The VAC surf team represented the club for its 55 consecutive year in the tournament.
This year’s team consisting of Buddy Noland, Danny Noland, Ryan Noland, Jeff Doughty, Ray Nuckols, and Kenny Dale. We finished
in a tie for 26th place. With puppy drum being the best scoring fish, we managed to catch 3 during the third round, scoring 54 points.
During this round, we had at least two missed strikes which, if they were puppy drum in the size we were catching, could have been the
difference of finishing in the top 10 versus 26th place. That shows how close the scoring was this year as the bluefish were small and
sea mullet not very plentiful.
In years past, you always judged your success by where you finished compared to the “Outerbanks Sportfishers” team, which have
won the tournament numerous times and is near the top of the scoreboard every year. This year they finished 57th, with the new team in
town being “Team Advanced Fishing” winning for the second year in a row.

The Virginia Anglers Club 2017 Surf Fishing Team
Left To Right: VAC Members Danny Noland, Jeff Doughty,
Kenny Dale, Ryan Noland, Buddy Noland and Ray Nuckols.

HUMOR FROM THE TACKLE BOX

For The Leadership Team,
John Wetlaufer, Sr., Director & Membership Chairman
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“Catchy Comments”
By Stuart Lee

December 1st will mark the beginning of a new angling year for the Club. There are two angling rule
		
changes that may be of interest to you. First, the use of pre-tested braid line will be accepted in all line
classes the same as monofilament and dacron have been in the past. Presently, choices for pre-tested braid lines are very
limited, and the only one that we are aware of is made by Platypus, which is an Australian company. Their pre-tested
braid is considerably more expensive than other lines, but it will offer that option to members who are willing to pay for
it. Other non-tested braid lines, available from other manufacturers, will still be acceptable in the Braid Division as long
as the stated test does not exceed 20 pounds in freshwater and 50 pounds in saltwater.
The reason that we choose not to open up entry to all braid lines is because braids continue to greatly over test. A recent
article from IGFA stated that most braids over test by 50% and some even more. The Angling Rules Committee felt that
to accept all braid line would put those who choose to use non-braid lines at a big disadvantage and felt the acceptance
of the pre-tested braid to be the best solution for now. I will add that this change will make the entry of the line manufacturer on your entry cards more important going forward. Please complete the line manufacturer on all entries.
The other change you will notice in the new version of Angling Rules (available on the VAC website in the member
section) is the elimination of all references to club tournaments. The Board of Directors voted to discontinue all tournaments as participation and interest have continued to wane. Club outings, where members meet and fish an area together
without any formal competition, have continued to grow in popularity and will be expanded to include some events that
were covered by tournaments in the past. You may view this change any way you like, but it represents another step in
the evolution of the club. Many members are not participating in tournaments but are participating in club outings so it
was an easy decision for leadership to make.
Stuart

Steve Knox - 58lb Blue Cat - Lake Gaston
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2017 MEMBERSHIP MEETING PRESENTATION
SCHEDULE
November 28 		
December

Carter Clevinger - Back River Speckled Trout

VA DGIF Master Angler Program
No meeting

2017 VAC COMBINED TOURNAMENT & EXPEDITION
SCHEDULE
All Tournaments and Expeditions for the 2017 Angling year have
been completed. Watch this space for the 2018 Schedule of these
angling activities when completed. There are no Expeditions in
December 2017, the first month of the 2018 Angling Year.

Josh Dolin - Near 1 lb Rock Bass - Dry River

Josh Dolin - 4-8 Brown Trout from special regulations
area of South Holston River - New Personal Best
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MEET THE LATEST NEW VAC MEMBERS
JACOB NIXON
Jacob’s introduction to angling was in farm
ponds in West Virginia. Around 11 years
old, Jacob moved on to fishing stocked trout
streams with his dad and brother. Three years
later, Jacob had a fly rod in his hands and it has
been there ever since along with an occasional
spin rod. Jacob likes fishing for predatory fish
with articulated flies. Jacob is a Doctor of Audiology working at the Balance and Ear Center
in Glen Allen, VA. Jacob devotes some of his
spare time to volunteering with Project Healing Watters. He moved to the Richmond Area
from Morgantown, WV in the spring of 2016.
BEN DARLING
Ben’s current angling time is spent in freshwater. After graduating from the University
of South Carolina, Ben worked at Sportsman’s Warehouse and got hooked on fly
fishing while working there. Ben will take up
a spinning rod on occasion and fishes whenever he can. Ben is another new arrival to the
Richmond, arriving here several months ago.

WILLIS THOMPSON
Willis is a local angler who grew up in
Midlothian, VA. Willie’ initial interest in
fishing was picked up from his father. Willis
started out as a bass angler and then moved
on to all kinds of angling. Willis has a tandem ocean kayak and has caught a citation
bass. HE graduated from Virginia Tech and is
working for Dupont. Willis lives in the Fan in
Richmond.
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MEET THE LATEST NEW VAC MEMBERS
SUZANNE LUCAS

Suzanne was directed to the VAC by Member Robert Thomas. Suzanne is new to the sport of angling and has a
strong desire to learn how to fish with a fly. If any Member would like to start her out in this enjoyable type of
angling, please make yourself know to her. Suzanne lives in Glen Allen.
ROGER SCHULTZ
Roger is a seasoned fly fisherman having started fishing at
around ages 6-7 in golf course ponds near his home. He
still fishes these ponds today. In Ashville, NC, Roger found
fly fishing and that has been his angling passion ever since.
Since 2014, Roger embarked on annual fly fishing trips to
Montana and the Bahamas. He favors fly fishing for Brook,
Brown and Rainbow Trout. He has also caught such species
as Yellowtail Snapper, Bonefish, Carp and Largemouth Bass.
Roger lives in Richmond.

MASON SLAUGHTER
The VAC’s newest new member, Mason is primarily a fly fisherman but has been known to pick up a surf rod on occasion. Catches reported on is Membership Application contain an even mix of
saltwater fish and freshwater fish, the latter being primarily trout of
various species. Mason was born in Richmond, attended Douglas
Freeman High School and received his degree from the University of South Carolina. After working in Florida and Arkansas,
Mason felt the pull of Richmond and move back “home”. Mason
is employed by Century Distribution Systems doing international
logistical work.
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New Member Jacob Nixon
fly fishing for Northern Pike
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VAC Surf Fishing Team

NEXT MEETING:
Tuesday, November 28, 2017 at Bass Pro Shops

